
   

 

 
American Pharmacists Association 

House of Delegates – Baltimore, MD 

March 4 - 7, 2016 

NEW BUSINESS 

(To be submitted and introduced by Delegates only) 

       Introduced by:   Maj Richard Caballero, USAF     
(Name) 

                                  2/2/2016                        Federal Delegation                                                                            
 (Date)                                    (Organization) 

 Subject: Drug Disposal 

 Motion: Move to adopt the following policy statement: 

 

APhA encourages increasing the percentage of available pharmacies that register as collection sites to expand 

patient access to disposal locations in a secure, convenient, and responsible manner in accordance with the 

Disposal Act. 

 
 Background: 

The National Survey of Drug Use and Health 2010 data has concluded that friends and family are the primary 

sources of abused opioids.  This study reported 55% of persons who reported non-medical use of pain relievers 

obtained their supply from a family member or friend.  The Drug Enforcement Agency has hosted biannual Drug 

Take-Back events with spurious success.  The Drug Disposal Act of 2010 amended the Controlled Substance Act 

to allow a subset of DEA pharmacy registrants to register as authorized collection sites to increase access to 

secure and convenient disposal locations.  Several states have already passed legislation to allow pharmacies to 

register as collectors of controlled substances; however, some states have not.   APhA is in a position to endorse 

the wide adoption of standardized state-wide legislation as well as advocate for pharmacies to develop responsible 
disposal programs aimed at increasing patient access to such services. Law has changed (current policy is 

obsolete) and APhA position can serve an advocacy role. 

 Current APhA Policy & Bylaws: 

 

2009 Medication Disposal 

1. APhA encourages appropriate public and private partnerships to accept responsibility for the costs of implementing 

safe medication disposal programs for consumers. Furthermore, APhA urges DEA to permit the safe disposal of 

controlled substances by consumers. 

2. APhA encourages provision of patient-appropriate quantities of medication supplies to minimize unused 

medications and unnecessary medication disposal. 

(JAPhA NS49(4):493 July/August 2009)(Reviewed 2012)(Reviewed 2013) 
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2013 Medication Take-Back/Disposal Programs 

1. APhA encourages pharmacist involvement in the planning and coordination of medication take-back programs for 

the purpose of disposal. 

2. APhA supports increasing public awareness regarding medication take-back programs for the purpose of disposal. 

3. APhA urges public and private stakeholders, including local, state, and federal agencies, to coordinate and create 

uniform, standardized regulations, including issues related to liability and sustainable funding sources, for the proper 

and safe disposal of unused medications. 

4. APhA recommends ongoing medication take-back and disposal programs. 

(JAPhA 53(4): 365 July/August 2013) 

 

1990 Proper Handling & Disposal of Hazardous Pharmaceuticals & Associated Supplies & Materials 

1. APhA supports the proper handling and disposal of hazardous, pharmaceutical products and associated supplies 

and materials by health professionals and by patients to whom such products, supplies, and materials are provided. 

2. APhA supports involvement with representatives from other health professional organizations, industry, and 

government to develop recommendations for the proper handling and disposal of hazardous pharmaceuticals and 

associated supplies and materials. 

3. APhA supports the development of educational programs for health professionals and patients on the proper 

handling and disposal of hazardous pharmaceuticals and associated supplies and materials. 

(Am Pharm NS30(6):45 June 1990) (Reviewed 2004) (Reviewed 2007)(Reviewed 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Business Items are due to the Speaker of the House by February 3, 2016 (30 days prior to the start of the first House 

session).  Consideration of urgent items can be presented with a suspension of the House Rules at the session where New Business will be acted 

upon.  Please submit New Business Items to the Speaker of the House via email at hod@aphanet.org.   
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