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Subject: Legalization or Decriminalization of lllicit Drugs

Motion: We, the members of the Policy Review Committee, urge the 2016 House of Delegates to

amend the following policy statement as follows:

1990 Legalization or Decriminalization of lllicit Drugs

APhA opposes legalization er-deeriminalization-of the possession, sale, distribution, or use of
drug substances for non-medicinal uses.

APhA supports the use of drug courts or other evidence-based mechanisms, when appropriate
as determined by the courts, to provide alternate pathways within the criminal justice system
for the treatment and rehabilitation of individuals charged with illicit drug-related offenses who
have substance abuse or other related medical disorders.

APhA supports criminal penalties for persons convicted of drug-related crimes including, but not
limited to, illicit drug trafficking, drug manufacture, and drug diversion whenever alternate
pathways are inappropriate as determined by the courts.

Background:

Legalization and decriminalization are two distinct concepts that should be treated
independently. Opposing legalization of drug substances for non-medicinal uses (proposed
statement)

l) is consistent with APhA’s 1990 policy. Decriminalization means removing criminal
consequences for certain actions. Since 1990, society has increased its recognition of substance
abuse disorders as medical conditions that benefit from treatment and rehabilitation. As these
substance abuse disorders are often the underlying cause for behaviors such as the possession



and use of drug substances for non-medicinal uses, the criminal justice system has created,
piloted, and implemented “drug court” programs that allow some individuals to access
treatment and rehabilitation services rather than sending them to jail.! These programs have
been successful in helping many of these individuals, and research has shown better outcomes by
treating them as patients rather than as criminals.234 By supporting alternative programs that
help drug offenders with substance abuse disorders address their medical conditions (proposed
statement)

2), APhA acknowledges and supports these new methods used to fight drug crimes developed
by the criminal justice system. Supporting criminal penalties for drug-related criminal offenders
when alternate pathways are inappropriate (proposed statement)

3) retains the intent of the “decriminalization” portion of the 1990 policy.
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Current APhA Policy & Bylaws:

1990 Legalization or Decriminalization of lllicit Drugs
APhA opposes legalization or decriminalization of the possession, sale, distribution, or use of drug

substances for non-medicinal uses.
(Am Pharm NS30(6):46 June 1990) (Reviewed 2003)(Reviewed 2006)(Reviewed 201 |)
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