
American Pharmacists Association

Addressing the COVID-19 
Crisis: An Open Forum 

Webinar Series for 
Pharmacists

September 17, 2020



American Pharmacists Association

Michael D. Hogue, PharmD, FAPhA, FNAP
Dean and Professor
Loma Linda University School of Pharmacy
President, APhA

Host and Moderator



American Pharmacists Association

Today’s Focus:

Discuss the HHS authorities for pharmacists for 
childhood and COVID-19 vaccines, the associated 
requirements, and the implications for your practice.
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Format for Today’s Webinar 

1:00 pm: Introductions

1:05 pm: Presentation from Ilisa Bernstein

1:15 pm: Discussion with Ilisa Bernstein, Mitch Rothholz & 
Rebecca Snead

1:30 pm: Open Forum Q&A

1:55 pm: Wrap Up: Review of APhA’s Ongoing Activities and 
What’s Coming
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• Use the Questions field on the GoToWebinar toolbar to submit comments 
and  questions related to the topic discussion

• Individuals whose submissions are selected will be asked by the moderator 
to state the comment or question for the audience.  The line for the 
individual will be unmuted to read their comment or question.

• To maximize the number of questions/comments addressed, a 60-second 
time limit will be in effect for everyone to state their question or comment.  

• We will try to get to as many comments and questions as possible.  We 
have created a new forum for COVID-19 discussions where further 
discussion post-webinar.  Information on participating in this forum will be 
provided at the end of the open forum.

Open Forum Ground Rules



American Pharmacists Association

Presentation from Ilisa Bernstein

Discuss the HHS authorities for pharmacists for 
childhood and COVID-19 vaccines, the associated 
requirements, and the implications for your practice.
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• Childhood vaccines

• COVID-19 vaccine

• Authorized only during the public health emergency
• Preempts state laws that are a barrier to national 

implementation
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Access This Chart

https://www.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/audience/APhACOVID19PharmVaccineAuthority_0920_web.pdf
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Access This Chart

https://www.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/audience/APhACOVID19PharmVaccineAuthority_0920_web.pdf
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Well-child Visits - Templates

"the licensed pharmacist must, if the patient 
is 18 years of age or younger, inform the 
patient and the adult caregiver 
accompanying the patient of the importance 
of a well-child visit with a pediatrician or 
other licensed primary-care provider and 
refer patients as appropriate."

https://www.pharmacist.com/
coronavirus/immunizations

Referral Form

https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/immunizations
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Well-child Visits - Templates

https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/immunizations

https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/immunizations
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www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus

Pharmacists’ 
Guide to 

Coronavirus

http://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus


American Pharmacists Association

Discussion with Ilisa Bernstein, Mitch Rothholz & 
Rebecca Snead

Discuss the HHS authorities for pharmacists for 
childhood and COVID-19 vaccines, the associated 
requirements, and the implications for your practice.
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Do you feel confident in your knowledge and ability to order/prescribe 
COVID-19 vaccine as allowed under the HHS authority?

A. Yes

B. No

Polling Question 
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Do you feel confident in your knowledge and ability to order/prescribe 
childhood vaccine as allowed under the HHS authority?

A. Yes

B. No

Polling Question 
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Open Forum Discussion: 
Audience Reflections

Successes, Barriers, Opportunities
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Review of APhA’s Ongoing 
Activities and What’s Coming
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G

Sec. 2. Policy. (a) It is the policy of the United States that 
the Medicare program should not pay more for costly Part 
B or Part D prescription drugs or biological products 
than the most-favored-nation price.

“Drug Pricing” Executive Orders 
a. Pricing tagged to international prices 

(Now, both Medicare B + D)
b. Drug Importation
c. Rebate Reform (DIR fees may or may not 

be included)
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To take action now, go to: https://actioncenter.pharmacist.com/campaign/coronavirus/

To learn about how you can call your representatives, contact Mary-Ryan Douglass at 
mrdouglass@aphanet.org

It’s Game Time! Tell Congress Pharmacists Can 
Help Fight COVID-19 and Influenza!

• House leadership said this week that they will stay in session until a deal 
on a new coronavirus relief package is reached

• APhA is asking Congress to include payment for testing language be 
included in any legislation that is moving, including this COVID-response 
bill

• Your immediate participation will help spur conversation within 
Congress about the need for pharmacists’ provider status during the 
public health emergency.

• We need ALL of our representatives to advocate to Congressional 
leadership in both parties to ensure this receives the attention it – and 
our patients – deserve so it is included in the next legislative package!

https://actioncenter.pharmacist.com/campaign/coronavirus/
mailto:mrdouglass@aphanet.org
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New Resource:
• Personal Protective Equipment During the 

Pandemic: A Guide to Protecting Yourself and 
Your Patients

• Pharmacist’s Authority to Immunize During 
COVID-19

Recently Updated:
• COVID-19 Basics, NABP Passport, 

Engaging the Pharmacist Workforce

Check out the library of practice resources here

https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/practice-resources
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COVID-19 Education Opportunities – CE Available

New eLearning Program Available!

Learn how to help patients catch
up on immunizations they may
have missed as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic

Click here to enroll!

https://elearning.pharmacist.com/products/6195/catch-up-and-keep-up-with-immunizations-in-the-era-of-covid-19
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Pharmacist Use of IIS Data
– September 17th from 2:30-3:30pm ET

APhA's Education Library for Immunization CPE

APhA's 15 on COVID-19 Series

COVID-19 Education Opportunities – CE Available

https://elearning.pharmacist.com/products/6162/pharmacist-use-of-iis-data
https://elearning.pharmacist.com/library?3=page/1/page-size/25/tags/06837b7a-692b-4f57-ba9a-6b8b2ff4b746%3b9d946f7a-aa18-4b20-ab1a-a4e22dd7acf0%3b47995ca7-4ac3-45fc-9c44-3f9391765c2e%3b2b5b2a5c-3003-4651-ad3f-65d9e25f4b00/sort-option/Newest
https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/training
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Post on ENGAGE
Pharmacy’s Response to COVID-19

POST your questions

SHARE your lessons learned

SUPPORT your colleagues

ACCESS the latest information

How are you 
preparing for these 

new authorities?

What barriers 
to vaccine 

access are you 
seeing in your 

state?
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• Our 25th weekly webinar will be on Thursday, 
September 24th, from 1-2pm ET

• A Listening Session with APhA CEO & EVP Scott Knoer 
and the APhA Board of Trustees – Register Here

• Today’s webinar recording and slides will be available 
within 24hrs

Join Us

View Past Weekly Webinars Here

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/119296321781485837
https://www.pharmacist.com/coronavirus/weekly-webinars

